
 

 

Air-cooled Volkswagen timing figures 

Engine timing figures 

 

 
Below is a list of air-cooled Volkswagen timing 
positions for the different types of engines. If 
you need to know how to set your ignition 
timing you can take a look at our guides on 
Static timing your Volkswagen engine or Setting 
VW engine timing with a strobe. 

 

Please note that these timings are based on your engine having the original distributor. If you’ve changed yours (or 

you aren’t sure what is fitted to your car) you need to check what one you have. You can find the part number on 

the side of the distributor and visit the Old Volks distributor spec page that lists pretty much every distributor used 

on an air-cooled VW. From here you will be able to see exactly what timing your distributor should have. 

BTDC = Before Top Dead Centre 

TDC = Top Dead Centre 

ATDC = After Top Dead Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Beetle 

Year Engine size Timing RPM 

1961-1964 1200 10deg BTDC 800-950rpm* 

1965 1200 10deg BTDC 800-950rpm* 

1966-1967 1300/1500 7.5deg BTDC 800-950rpm 

1968 1500 0deg TDC 800-950rpm* 

1969-1970 1500/1600 0deg TDC 800-950rpm* 

1970 1600 0deg TDC 800-950rpm* 

1971 1600 5deg ATDC 800-950rpm** 

1972-1973 1600 5deg ATDC 800-950rpm** 

1974 

1600 
Distributor type: 

VW 043-905-205C 
Bosch 0231 176 028 

5deg ATDC 800-950rpm** 

1974 

1600 
Distributor type: 
VW 043-905-205 

Bosch 0231 170 034 

7.5deg BTDC  800-950rpm* 

1975-1979 1600 fuel injection 5deg ATDC 800-950rpm** 

* with vacuum hose disconnected and plugged 
** with vacuum hose connected 

Bus 

Year Engine size Timing RPM 

1960-1963 1200 10deg BTDC 800-950rpm* 

1964-1965 1500 10deg BTDC 800-950rpm* 

1966-1967 1500 7.5deg BTDC 800-950rpm 

1968 1600 0deg TDC 800-950rpm* 

1969-1970 1600 0deg TDC 800-950rpm* 

1971 onwards 1600 5deg ATDC 800-950rpm** 

* with vacuum hose disconnected and plugged 

**  with vacuum hose connected 


