by Henry Z. DeKuyper

f you are an owner of a ‘69 or car-

lier Beetle, you are probably tired

of the poor traction, poor cornering
ability and the excessive tire wear due
to the extreme camber that is caused by
a swing axle type suspension. Well now
there is a solution for the “negative cam-
ber” look. Suspensions Unlimited in
Anaheim, California, is offering a high
quality weld on bracket to convert your
swing axle car to IRS.

An IRS suspension has many advan-
tages over a swing axle type suspension.
You can raise a Baja much higher with-
out the wheels tucking under, or lower
your Cal Bug without a lot of negative
camber. IRS will also allow you to have
better more predictable handling, adjust
the suspension much easier and the
wheels will stay flatter to the ground
throughout the wheel travel for better
traction.

One way to get an IRS rear suspen-
sion on your early car is to cul the pan
where it meets the torsion tubes and

SUSPENSIONS UNLIMITED

SHOWS US THE HOT SETUP

weld in an IRS rear end from a ’69 or
later Beetle. Not only would this be
expensive but it would take many hours
to make sure everything was square to
the world before it was welded togeth-
er.
Instead of doing all that work, the
casiest way to convert your swing axle
to IRS is to weld the pivots for the trail-
ing arms to the rear frame fork and to
the torsion tube. The most common
method for converting your swing axle
to IRS is to measure from the shock
tower to the IRS pivot figure in some
angles with a compass and weld. While
this works if you have some fabricating
experience, the novice might have some
difficulty. That's where Larry at Sus-
pensions Unlimited has come up with
a solution. He has designed an instal-

lation tool that fastens to the IRS brack
et and to the shock tower where the en
caps are bolted. This guarantees tha
the IRS pivots are installed in the cor
rect position without the use of compl.
cated compasses and measuring device

Now follow along with the accompan;

ing photos to see how easy it is to insta

the IRS brackets from Suspensio:
Unlimited.

Suspensions Unlimited not onl
makes the IRS Brackets and a wid
variety of flame cut products but the
can also take care of any custom fab:
cation needs from a complete race rea
chassis to just about anything you ¢
think of. For more information contu
Suspensions Unlimited, 1345 Dynai
ics, Unit D, Dept. VWT, Anaheim, C
92806, or call (714) 996-6260. ~ &
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1 LEFT-By installing
the IRS brackets from
Suspensions Unlimited
you will be able to
raise your Baja or
lower your Cal Bug
without a ot of nega-
tive camber.

2 RIGHT-Suspensions
Unlimited also offers
an installation tool to
guarantee that the IRS
pivots are installed in
the correct position.
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3 LEFT-This is what our 64 pan looked like before the IR:
pivois were installed.



5 A&B-Use a straight edge to mark the center-
line from the flange to the bolt hole in the
pivot. Then trace around the pivot.

b

6 A&B-The next step is to cut out the area you
Jjust marked, in order for your IRS pivot to fit.
CAUTION: WHEN CUTTING ON THE REAR
FRAME FORK, DO NOT HAVE ANY PART OF
YOUR BODY NEAR THE EMERGENCY BRAKE.
CABLE GUIDE TUBE, BECAUSE THE GREASE
INSIDE COULD IGNITE AND FLAME OUT. Once
the piece of the frame fork is cut out, the E-
brake guide tube needs to be hit with a ham-
mer to allow clearance for the pivot.

7 A&B-Now place the pivot in place to see if it
fits. Most likely some additional clearancing
will have to be done at this time.

8 A&B-Suspensions Unlimited offers an installation tool that allows correct installation of the pivots. Bolt the pivot to the tool and bolt the tool to the
shock tower where the end cap attaches.
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9A&B LEFT &
RIGHT-Now it is
time to weld the
pivot in place. If you
are unable to do
the welding your-
sell, have it welded
by a competent
professional. With
the installation tool
and the pivot in
place, tack weld the
pivot and remove
the tool and finish
off welding around
and on the inside
the pivot.

SOURCE BOX

Suspensions Unlimited

1345 Dynamics, Unit-D, Dept. VWT
Anaheim, CA 92806
(714) 996-6260

11 LEFT-If you are going to keep your swing
axle shock tower, the tower has to be clear-

10-This is the finished product, as you can see anced to allow the trailing arm room to move.

Larry at Suspensions Unlimited did a beautiful
job of welding the IRS pivots.
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LTEZTE>P RACING PRODUCTS

AUTOBAHN DESIGNS AERODYNAMIC PACKACGES.. ...
All Autobahn Designs aerodynamic packages e These components are designed and tested by Autobahn Designs (o give our
are hand crafted from the finest hand laminated { \ customer the grealest advantage possible followed by the best quality available.
process available to insure a smooth finish and SPORT SPRINGS: Upper Stress Bars 3
a perfect fit. Each kit comes with a lifetime f':/rg‘/l,‘/‘ﬂélulfﬂ' lr EU")DGS., twin tube design for strength

¥ : abriolet....... 59.95 75.95
warranly against manufacturers defects. R/SAUCab®. 2 in* .$ 169.95 Lo : /S(ress e 3

. A e o Golffjetta Il ............ $159.95 wer
Rab!nt/Cabrlolel svssssissssisersere 9 990,00 Golffletta® 2 in. ....$169.95 -l-pl(R{S/ll ]
Optional Rear Valance ............... $150.00 Paseat. s uwmis $175.95 $49.95
AT sxvsmavasonmsnnes 175.€ e 2 2
Golf/Jetta (90/92).....ccveevvvrnivienanns $350.00 Corrado 3173.95 3-Posull|o/n Sho;l Shift Kits
5 .C 405 BMW320I.............. $175.95 Golf/jetta $39.95
Golf/Jetta (85-90)......cc0mcrrvvserersss $495.00 BMW 318/325....... $189.95 R/S/)I $49.95
Scirocco Il (82-88) ......ccevvvivnieannn. $£495.00
Sway Bars
COrvRdo . nn e T $695.00 R/ - F 22mm R 25mm $230.00
. G/)/Corrado - F 22mm R 25mm $240.00

WG FOXiiciiaisinnsesiioiai $495.00 2

; ; ABD Racing Brake Improvement Package:
BMW 320i (78-83) .c.cevvvvinviiinnn...$595.00 KIT INCLUDES: 2-9.4" front cross drilled/vented rotors, repco
BMW 318/325/Conv (84-91)......$595.00 melal master brake pads, stainless braided teflon brake lines.

Mercedes 190 (84-89) ...............$795.00 B Cars w/rear drum: $179.95 Cars w/rear disc $199.95 f

Race Proven Urethene Components !
g 5 Rabbit, Scirocco, Jetta Golf, Jetta I
n e""as L] Front Motor Mount ... $ 14,95 Rewr Motor Mount ... s VA0S
Rear Trans Mount ... 82495  Stecring Rack Bushing Set........S1695
Steering Rack Bushing set ... .$16.95 Power Stecring Rack Bushings .$12.95
Rear Shock Tower Bushing set.$19.95  Rear Shock Tower Bushing s1.519.95
(] [
ﬁ\lgrher $ Z 4 .gs Front A-Arm Bushing set..........$2995 Front A-Arm Bushing set ... $29.95
Lights Race Upper Strut Bearing.........$74.95

Catalog avallable with order
20% CHARGE ON ALL RETUANS
Prices subject to change without notics.
SOARY NO C.0.D.'s
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2900 Adams Street, Suite B-27 * Riverside, CA 92504

714-351-9566
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